This short monograph summarizes the experience of the authors with a series of over 2,000 bone marrow trephine biopsies from patients with haematological malignancies. A separate chapter is devoted to each major group of disorders (myeloproliferative disorders, multiple myeloma, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma etc.); each chapter includes a brief review of the literature, an analysis of the authors' own observations and comments on their clinical importance. There are numerous high quality monochrome illustrations and a separate section consisting of equally good colour plates.
Although bone marrow biopsy is now a wellestablished technique it remains an area of difficulty for many diagnostic histopathologists. This book will do much to convince the sceptical histopathologist that he has a useful contribution to make by informed analysis of such material. He will also be impressed by the excellence of the histological preparations but he may well feel that the book does little to guide him when he is faced with an actual problem. The section on normal appearances is very brief and gives no advice on how to recognise the various normal myeloid cells in tissue sections. Similarly the legends to the photomicrographs are often too terse to help the tiro who is trying to solve a particular diagnostic problem.
There are points of detail where it is difficult to reconcile the authors' findings with personal experience (e.g. in non-Hodgkin's lymphomas paratrabecular infiltration is reported to be exclusive to malignant lymphoma, centrocytic whereas my own experience suggests that it is commonly associated with M.L. centroblastic/centrocytic). Occasional idiosyncracies also occur, such as the inclusion of systemic mastocytosis and angiommunoblastic lymphadenopathy in the chapter of Hodgkin's disease.
Pathologists will obtain interest and stimulation from this book but its overall value would be greatly enhanced by making some concessions to the beginner. This book is Volume 24 of a series on Drugs and the Pharmaceutical Sciences edited by James Swarbrick. The series is intended to present the background and current areas of chemotherapeutic research to chemists and a high proportion of the chapters on the series appear to be written by chemists intimately concerned with the medical and biological topics discussed. The present volume is no exception. The introductory chapter by R.J. Spiegel very superficially outlines the "principles" of chemotherapy and immunotherapy. Several uncorrected errors give this chapter a scrappy image -chemists will no doubt be puzzled by "tetrahydrate folate reductase" and "DNA efforts"! By contrast, the highly informative chapter of Ruth Geran is a first class description of the NCI screening philosophy and method, -the best I A chapter on delivery methods including liposomal entrapment, drug targetting with mono and polyclonal antibodies and ricin and diptheria toxin-like materials would have stimulated the interest of chemists rather more than the undue emphasis on interferon even referred to in the title. In addition, a chapter on computer methods, receptor mapping etc. would have wetted the appetite of many other chemists. The last chapter on Interferon by Cane and Carter is a very readable summary of its present status. Two chapters on Interferon inducers could easily have been accommodated in one, giving way, perhaps, to one of the important missing subjects mentioned above or even to differentiation inducers and give chemists something to really get their teeth into.
Although individual chapters are of very high quality and excellent reading for chemists, the overall balance and coverage of this book as the only representative of this series devoted to anticancer drugs leaves much to be desired. For the good chapters, however, it is a worthy addition to a medical chemist's library. This multi-author volume presents a detailed
